


When the first people 
arrived on Guam more than 3,soo 

ren't even 
gs o o hunt, but the 

earliest people had an abundance 
of fish and shellfish from the ocean. 
The ancient Chamorro people fished 
for bot fishes and open-ocean 
(~lagi shes, and they collected 

from the reef, including 
clams, sn , octopuses, crabs, 
lobsters, and sea urchins. They also 
caught sea turtles. 



rMatthew Orot 
(Duenas) and 
Andre Duenas 
landed this 
367-pound blue 
marlin on October 
13, 2011. Photo 
by Michael 



In addition to fish bones, archaeologists find 
pieces of fishing gear from the Pre-tontact 
Period. Most abundant are the J-shaped hooks and 
V-shaped gorges made of lsognomon, a kind of oyster shell. 
These are found in almost all archaeological sites along the 
coast of Guam. 

Less common are two-piece fishhooks. The shank and 

hook were separate pieces that were tied together. Some 
fishhooks were made of human bone. Since there were 
no large land mammals like deer or cattle during the Pre­
Contact Period, the ancient Chamorro sometimes used 
human bones to make fishhooks and spear points. The 
spears were used in fighting and in spearing fish. 

Fishing line and nets were made of plant materials that 
don't survive in archaeological sites. Based on the fish 
bones found in sites, we know that the ancient Chamorro 
used nets. Also bone needles, which were used in making 
nets, are found in coastal sites. Stone and shell sinkers have 
been found as well. 

Pre-contact gorges. Photo by Frank Wells. 



Pre-contact fishhooks. 
Photo by Frank Wells. 











What is an invertebrate? 
Invertebrates are animals without 

backbones. These are some edible marine 
invertebrates harvested in Guam. 

Phylum Arthropoda 
Subphylum Crustacean 
(includes crabs, lobsters, shrimps) 

Phylum Mollusca 
Class Bivalvia (bivalves, clams) 
Class Gastropoda (gastropods, snails) 
Class Polyplacophora (chitons) 
Class Cephalopoda (octopuses, squids) 

Phylum Echinodermata 
Class Echinoidea (sea urchins) 



Did you know that 
you can use one 

sea animal to help 
you catch another 

sea animal? 
You can use a sea cucumber 

(balate') to catch an octopus 
(gamson). When you poke 
a black sea cucumber into 
the octopus's hole, the sea 
cucumber emits a toxic red 
fluid. The octopus will come 
out of the hole to get away 
from the toxin. Then you can 
spear the octopus. 







layeru (throw net fisherman). Photo taken 
rlor to World War II, courtesy of UOG MARC. 



The taliya is a circular or conical net with 
Weights lrQUnd the edge. The fisherman throws or 
casts the net to cover a school of fish, and the weights sink to 
trap the fish inside the net. This type of fishing can be done 
by one or two people. The second person collects the catch 
and carries it in the guagua: a woven basket usually worn at 
the waist. Any unwanted fish are returned to the water. 

The smallest mesh talaya are used to catch manahak 
(juvenile rabbitfishes) while the largest mesh talaya are used 
for guili (rudderfish), laggua (larger parrotfish) and tataga' 
(unicornfish). In between the smallest and largest meshes 
are sizes used for catching ti'ao (juvenile goatfish), i'e' 

(juvenile jacks), young mullet, and kichu (convict tangs). Talayeru with net made of pineapple 
fiber. Photo dating to about 1900, 
courtesy of UOG MARC. 







The chenchulu can be used in a variety of ways. Bobby 
Alvarez uses two "pans" made of inflated inner tubes with 
circles of plywood tied to the bottom to qmy the net into the 
water. The chenchulu is arranged with one end in each inner 
tube and the net piled more or less equally into the two pans. 
The inner tubes are pushed into the water close together and 
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